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SUBJECT:  IACUC Policy Memorandum A-01, Guidelines and Reporting Procedures for the Use of Animal Cadavers/Tissues From External Sources


MCMR-USX-Z                                                                                                  19 August 2002
MEMORANDUM FOR All Animal Research Personnel, USAISR/BAMC, Fort Sam Houston, TX  78234

SUBJECT:  IACUC Policy Memorandum A-01,* Guidelines and Reporting Procedures for the Use of Animal Cadavers/Tissues From External Sources

1.  PURPOSE:  As part of the U.S. Army Institute of Surgical Research (USAISR)/Brooke Army Medical Center (BAMC) Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee's (IACUC) responsibility to oversee all biomedical research involving animals and represent society's concerns regarding the welfare of animal subjects, this policy provides guidance, prescribes procedures, and delineates responsibilities for the documentation of the use of animal tissues and/or cadavers and subsequent review by the IACUC to ensure that research involving the use of cadavers/tissues does not compromise the health and safety of other animals or persons at the USAISR/BAMC.

2.  SCOPE:  In accordance with Title 9, Code of Federal Regulations, Subchapter A, Parts 1 through 3, Animal Welfare Act Regulations; Guide for the Care and Use of Laboratory Animals; National Institutes of Health Publication 92-3415, Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee Guidebook; Department of Defense Directive 3216.1, The Use of Animals in DOD Programs; and AR 40-33, The Care and Use of Laboratory Animals in DOD Programs, the IACUC must pay particular attention to proposals employing the use of animal cadavers and/or tissues from sources outside the USAISR/BAMC Joint Use Facility (Building 3611) since they have the potential to cause harm to animals or personnel in the facility.

3.  APPLICABILITY:  This policy applies to all animal use research plans to be carried out by the USAISR/BAMC that involve the use of animal cadavers and/or tissues to be obtained from sources outside the USAISR/BAMC Joint Use Facility (Building 3611).

4.  RESPONSIBILITIES:
     a.  The principal investigator shall:

          (1)  Promptly report any intended use of animal cadavers/tissues from external sources to the attending veterinarian.
          (2)  Submit a report to the attending veterinarian concerning the use of 
animal cadavers/tissues from external sources.  This report, shown at Appendix A, shall address the following:

_______________

*This policy supersedes USAISR IACUC Policy A-01 dated 30 April 2002

          (a)  Occupational Health:  Appropriate individuals handling animal cadavers/tissues from external sources shall be enrolled in the Occupational Safety and Health (OSHA) Program.  This shall be the principal investigator’s responsibility.  If animal cadavers/tissues will be handled that are not normally housed at this joint use facility, the principal investigator shall contact the vivarium veterinarian for an Occupational Health risk assessment.


          (b)  Transportation:  The principal investigator shall contact the attending veterinarian to determine requirements for the transport of animal cadavers and the Safety Officer/Hazardous Material NCOIC for the transport of animal tissues.  All dog, cat, and nonhuman primate cadavers/tissues will be transported in appropriate biohazardous containers using a Government vehicle.  The use of a Government vehicle may be required by the IACUC for animal cadavers/tissues involving other species.  However, these animal cadavers/tissues will be transported in appropriate biohazardous containers.  Arrangements for use of a Government vehicle and/or duty driver shall be coordinated through the First Sergeant by the principal investigator.

          (c)  Storage, Use, and Clean Up:  Animal cadavers/tissues are to be stored and used only in designated areas.  These designated areas shall be determined by the attending veterinarian in concert with the IACUC Chair and the Safety Officer.  The appropriate materials to be used for sanitation of the designated areas shall be determined by the attending veterinarian in concert with the Safety Officer.

          (d)  Expected Duration:  The principal investigator shall provide an end point for the study.

     b.  The attending veterinarian shall review the report, approve or disapprove the report, and submit it to the IACUC for information purposes at the next scheduled meeting.

     c.  The Animal Research Protocol Coordinator shall file the original in the master protocol files.

5.  Point of contact for this memorandum is the undersigned at extension 6-4327.


-original signed-



                                                                             DAVID G. BAER, Ph.D.






                 CPT, MS






                 Chair, IACUC 
APPENDIX A

USE OF ANIMAL CADAVERS/TISSUES FROM EXTERNAL SOURCES

TITLE OF PROTOCOL:  

PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR:  

ASSOCIATE INVESTIGATORS:  

TECHNICAL SUPPORT PERSONNEL:  

SOURCE FOR ANIMAL CADAVERS/TISSUES:  (Animals must be obtained from a facility accredited by the Association for the Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care (International) or a vendor, e.g., slaughterhouse, approved by the United States Department of Agriculture.)
A.  OCCUPATIONAL HEALTH
1.
Are all personnel who will handle the animal cadavers/tissues enrolled in the Occupational Safety and Health Program for the species to be handled?

YES 
NO

2.
Will the animal cadavers/tissues be obtained from a facility accredited by the Association for the Assessment and Accreditation of Laboratory Animal Care (International)?

YES 
NO

If no, please explain:

3.
What are the potential biohazards and zoonotic concerns for the animal cadavers/tissues to be handled?

B.  TISSUE TRANSPORT
How will the animal cadavers/tissues be transported?

C.  STORAGE, USE, AND CLEANUP
1.
Where will the animal cadavers/tissues be stored?

2.
Where will the animal cadavers/tissues be used?

3.
What special precautions will be used for handling the animal cadavers/tissues?

4.
How will the animal cadavers/tissues be disposed?

5.
What chemicals will be used to sanitize the storage/use areas?

D.  EXPECTED DURATION

What is the expected duration of this study?

_______________________________
___________          




(Principal Investigator)

      Date

_______________________________     
____________

  
(Attending Veterinarian)

      Date
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