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NEWS FROM THE or BRANCH, AMEDDC&S, Fort Sam Houston, TX
From the Chief

This newsletter (and our VTC) has been published quarterly by the Operating Room (OR) Branch, Fort Sam Houston, Texas as a means to disseminate information between the 91D Phase 1 and the twenty-two Phase 2 training sites.  Your input and suggestions are always welcome.  Please pass this newsletter along to anyone involved with the OR and/or interested in 91D training. Remember our web page at http://www.dns.amedd.army.mil/91d.  

There was a grand total of five responses to our email asking if the VTC should be continued and only one suggesting it be continued.  There was absolutely NO response to either inquiry about continuing the newsletter.   We are considering changing the VTC to semi-annually or on an as needed basis.  With the ease and prolific use of e-mail, we are also considering changing the newsletter to the same schedule.


91D Short Course - 2002

The 91D Short Course will be held at Ft. Sam 9-13 June 2002.  Attendance and central funding is limited, priority being NCOs that have not been previously funded for the course, and awarded first come/first served based upon receipt of a signed DA3838.  Paperwork should be faxed to (210) 221-0675 (DSN 471-0675).  POC for the course is SSG Walling at (210) 221-1582 (DSN 471-1582) or emailed at louis.walling@amedd.army.mil.  Additional information can also be obtained on the 91D Webpage at www.dns.amedd.army.mil/91d.


Current Class Facts

Class 012 will graduate 05 Apr and be headed off for their permanent part assignments.

Class 022 is about to finish their Phase 1 training.  Right now they are playing out at Camp Bullis for the TRADOC 72 hour FTX.  You should see them rolling into the Phase 2 sites OOA the same day your graduating student leave.


Ms. Underwood’s Corner


ELIGIBILITY FOR NATIONAL CERTIFYING EXAMINATION 

FOR SURGICAL TECHNOLOGISTS:

The ARC-ST has finally cleared up the question of 1998 graduates and their eligibility to sit for the certification examination.  Only those students who were enrolled in the course between the date of our on-site visit for accreditation (07 July 1998), and CAAHEP accreditation (22 April 1999) can sit for the examination.  Anyone who was enrolled prior to this is not eligible. 

CHANGE REGARDING PREGNANT STUDENTS:

By now, all Phase 2 personnel should have received a hard and electronic copy of the memo reflecting the change in our handling of pregnant students.  Please ensure that you give a copy to the chiefs of nursing education, and the student company commanders.

PROGRAM ASSESSMENT EXAMINATION (PAE) REVIEW:

Each student was issued a written review to prepare for the PAE that you will administer during the 9th week of Phase 2 training.  If you do not have a sufficient number of the texts listed on the review, as early as possible after the students arrive, please show the students where the hospitals libraries are located so they can sign out these texts; they will need them to research the review materiel.  If you would like a copy of the review, please e-mail me your request and I will send it to you; or, you can make a copy of one that the students were issued. 

All of you were e-mailed and sent hard copies of the memorandum, Instructions for Administration of Program Assessment (PAE)/Self-Assessment Exam (SAE), 301-91D10 Operating Room Specialist Course.  On page 2 of this memo, please disregard the last sentence in Item #3. a., “You will receive your exam score directly from ARC-ST in approximately sixty days.”  Students will not receive their grades as they did for the CST Examination – the grades will be returned to the OR Branch.  We are currently contemplating a method to get their grades to them once we are in receipt of them.  We will keep you informed.

As always,

Thank you for the jobs that you do.



Acreditation Issues

Annual Report

The first of our Annual reports has just been mailed away.  So, just like JCAHO, we are now getting ready for next year’s report.

As so often mentioned before, the graduate/employer surveys and the program assessment exam are required part of the accreditation requirements.  We must report the results from each annually.  We greatly need your support on this part of the report.  In fact, a full third of the report is data from the two surveys and the exam.


Accreditation Phase 2 Site Visit


Based upon the ARC’s schedule for accreditation visits and their assessment of our annual report, the ARC will schedule a visit to the schoolhouse and Phase 2 sites.  These visits, both the time and the Phase 2 Site selection, are at the ARC-ST's discretion and can come with as little as TWO (2) weeks prior notice.


Therefore, it is absolutely imperative that each Phase 2 site maintains vigilance in the program in the event a visit by the ARC-ST is announced.


Phase 2 Site Visits update.

The Phase 2 site visits this FY are under full swing.  If you did not see one of us before the end of the last FY, and have not seen one of us yet this FY, then you know we will be by before long.  The instructor scheduled for the visit will contact the site well ahead of time to start the required coordination.


Building 615 - The OR Branch

By the time you read this, the Schoolhouse “should” be on the LAN.  That means that we will be able to send and receive files much easier (as well as much larger files).  It also means that the staff can be on the phone AND the internet/e-mail at the same time.

With the renovation and a LAN connection we will be able to send/receive files that have been impossible so far (like the TRADOC regs for instance).  We are also now wired for VTC capability (to host and receive).  A purchase request for the VTC equipment has been submitted.  What is the likelihood of getting it funded?  Well, that story will unfold in the months (years?) to come.  

A videotaping project has now begun.  The Center & School, BAMC and Ft. Sam Houston have reached new heights of cooperation.  We are in the process of taping a series of surgeries FROM THE 91D’s VIEWPOINT.  We have hopes that the tapes can/will be used as refresher/train-up tools.  Plans include getting the tapes out to any site that can use them.  That would include a Phase 2 site that would like to use them as further training for the students, staff at smaller ORs that could use refresher tools before PCSing to larger units as well as reserve units that need training tools for 91Ds that often don’t get to the OR.  Plans for the tapes also include use as part of a rapid train-up package in the event of a wartime call up.


Phase 1 Personnel:

SFC Pinnell, previously known as the infamous Drill Sergeant Pinnell, is now our newest E-7 instructor at the Branch.  Take everything your students have told you about him, imagine living with him for 10 hours a day, and you can begin to understand what life at the Branch has become!!  Seriously though, he has already proven to be an incredible asset to the Branch.

SSG Warnack has also just joined the staff at the schoolhouse.  He entered the Army Reserves in 1988, completed basic training and A.I.T. in 1990.  In 1991 SSG Warnack decided to join the Active ranks.  He has served two tours in Fort Bragg; one in the 28th CSH and the other in the 82nd Airborne Division.  He has also served one tour at 121st Med Evac Hosp in Korea.  His skills, energy and sense of humor have already greatly added to the Branch.
MAJ Eiland will be leaving in the summer to Ft. Campbell for, most likely, his final PCS in the Army.  Upon finishing her Master’s program, MAJ Sharon Healy will be arriving from Hawaii to replace him.


TRADOC Reg 350-6:

A reminder, the new TRADOC Reg 350-6 is required for any and all staff that have contact with any IET student regardless of MOS.  TRADOC has mandated, and MEDCOM has supported, that a by name roster be kept of Phase 2 staff that have reviewed the training materials.

The 91D webpage has all of the TRADOC Powerpoint presentations/LPs and the AMEDDC&S read-aheads.  They can reviewed online or downloaded for review at a later time.




VTCs
The quarterly VTCs are still on the calendar.  However VTC resources are quite costly.  A value added/benefit needs to be clearly shown for justification to continue them.  That decision will be made in the near future.  As always, your input will determine the outcome.  If the need is not there: we are all too busy, and budgets too tight, to hold a VTC simply because they have been in the past.

If you know ahead of time that no one will be able to attend, call the Ms Neckar and let her know.  In these days of tight budgets and resources, we do not need to make connections to empty rooms!  The last two VTCs had a very significant number of no call/no shows.

The remaining dates listed below for the VTCs of CY 2002.   The time is always 1500-1600 EST.

May 15
Aug 21
Nov 20
( 1500-1600 EST )
The dates are the 3rd Wednesday of the month and the VTCs will be for one hour or less.

Ms Dora Neckar is the POC from USAMISSA (the MEDCOM guru that sets up the VTC).  If you need the number to dial into, change the your number being dialed, your POC or get yourself included in the VTC, she can be reached on email via Outlook at Dora.Neckar@amedd.army.mil or telephone 210-637-2256.


Current Class Dates:


CLASS DATES FOR FY 2002

	CLASS NUMBERS

AND PHASES
	REPORT DATES
	START DATES
	END DATES

	
	
	
	

	022    Phase 1


	25 JAN 02
	29 JAN 02
	02 APR 02

	          Phase 2


	05 APR 02
	09 APR 02
	17 JUN 02

	
	
	
	

	032   Phase 1


	05 APR 02
	10 APR 02
	12 JUN 02

	         Phase 2  


	17 JUN 02
	19 JUN 02
	27 AUG 02

	
	
	
	

	042   Phase 1


	07 JUN 02
	14 JUN 02
	16 AUG 02

	         Phase 2


	27 AUG 02
	29 AUG 02
	06 NOV 02

	
	
	
	

	052   Phase 1


	16 AUG 02
	22 AUG 02
	25 OCT 02

	         Phase 2


	04 NOV 02
	06 NOV 02
	17 JAN 03



- A cut above the Rest –

91Deltas

– A chance to cut is a chance to cure –







