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                    OPERATING ROOM BRANCH
Positioning Word Search

On page 2 you will find a list of words and explanations. The words are also hidden in the puzzle below.

The words may be written horizontally, vertically, or diagonally.

None are backwards.

Good luck finding them all!
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1.
RESPIRATION - Positioning should not interfere with 
this.

2.
CIRCULATION - Positioning should not interfere with 
this.

3.
PRESSURE - Positioning should not cause this.

4.
SAFETY STRAP - Should be used for all patients while 
they are on the OR table.

5.
BRACHIAL PLEXUS - Group of nerves in the shoulder that 
can be harmed by poor positioning of the arms or head.

6.
SUPINE - The most common surgical position.

7.
LITHOTOMY - Has the most complications associated with 
it.  Requires stirrups to support the feet and legs.

8.
PRONE - Used for operations on the back or back of 
legs.

9.
KRASKE - Modification of prone. Used mostly for rectal 
surgery.

10.
JACKKNIFE - Another name for the Kraske position.

11.
LATERAL - Used for operations on the chest or kidneys.

12.
PILLOW - Good to use for padding and 
support.

13.
STIRRUP - Device used to support the feet and/or legs 
in the lithotomy position.

14.
CHEST ROLL - A cylinder shaped roll (bought as is or 
made from rolled sheets) that raises the chest off the 
OR table and allows for chest expansion and relief of 
pressure on the abdomen in the prone position.

15.
PADDING - Used for all positions to relieve pressure.

16.
TAPE - Handy to have to help stabilize patients in the 
lateral position or to make hemorrhoid straps.

17.
ULNAR - The nerve we know as our “funny bone” that runs 
along the inside of the elbow. Can be harmed by 
allowing the elbow to rest against the OR table.

18.
SCIATIC - The largest nerve in the body. It runs 
through the pelvis 
and down the back of the legs and 
may be harmed by hyperextension and too much external 
rotation of the legs in the lithotomy position.

19.
BEANBAG - Just like the chair! Placed on the OR table 
under the patient for lateral positioning. When vaccuum 
is applied, it conforms to the patient and provides 
stabilization.

20.
AXILLARY ROLL - A roll of cloth or an IV bag that is 
placed in the lower axilla of patients in the lateral 
position. It protects the brachial plexus.
