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91D-TALES
Volume 6 Issue 3
December 2002
NEWS FROM THE OR BRANCH, AMEDD C&S, Fort Sam Houston, TX

From the Chief

This newsletter is published quarterly by the Operating Room (OR) Branch, Fort Sam Houston, Texas as a means (along with our quarterly VTC) to disseminate information between the 91D Phase 1 and the twenty-two Phase 2 training sites.  Your input and suggestions are always welcome.  Please pass this newsletter along to anyone involved with the OR and/or interested in 91D training. Remember our web page at http://www.dns.amedd.army.mil/91d.  

IMPORTANT NOTICE
Operating Room Specialist Course (91D)

The 91D Branch requested voluntary withdrawal from The Commission on Accreditation of Allied Health Education Programs (CAAHEP) accreditation.  Effective 1 February 2003 our course will no longer be accredited.  Changes in the ARC-ST Curriculum would require extending the program beyond 19 weeks – this was driving force for our voluntary withdraw.  The last class to receive and take the Program Assessment Exam (PAE) will be Class 052, the current Phase 2 class.  The students graduating from Class 013 and beyond will not be eligible to sit for the ARC-ST certification test, but they will be able to sit for the National Center for Competence Testing (NCCT) test.  In order to be eligible for the NCCT test, the surgical technologist should have a high school diploma or equivalent and meet the following requirement:

1. Graduate of an Operating Room Technician, Surgical Technician and/or Surgical Technologist Program of a School/College that is recognized by the USDOE.

or

2. Be a graduate of a formal Operating Room Technician or Surgical Technician Training Program, plus one year validated full time experience in the past two years, or two years validated part time experience within the past four years.

Or

3. Have seven years, within the past ten years, validated Operating Room Technician or Surgical Technician experience.

The NCCT requires surgical scrubs experience from all applicants.  Minimum of 150 documented surgical cases from at least four of the following five categories:  General surgery, Obstetrics, Ophthalmology, Peripheral Vascular, Plastic/Reconstructive surgery, and Thoracic surgery.  The technician also need to document of they acted as 1st or 2nd scrub or circulated.  It is not required to have all 150 scrubs completed at the time of testing.  However, until all 150 scrubs are completed and submitted to NCCT, the certificate will not be released.  For any other information and application you can check on the NCCT web page at www.ncctinc.com.
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Current Class Facts

Class 052 completed their Phase 1 training on 25 October and reported to Phase 2 training 04 Nov. 

Class 013 reported for Phase 1 training on 25 October and will be with us until 17 January 03.

Class 023 reports for Phase 1 training on 24 January 03 and will be with us until 4 April.


Ms. Underwood’s Corner 
MS. Underwood has no new information for this newsletter. Items worth repeating follow:

Information worth repeating from the September 2002 Newsletter:
CERTIFICATION

Consider this very attractive alternative for those of you who desire to become certified but cannot sit for the examination offered by the Liaison Council on Certification for the Surgical Technologists (LCC-ST): 

The National Center for Competency Testing (NCCT).  You do not have to be a graduate from an accredited surgical technology program to sit for the examination they offer.  See www.ncctinc.com for more information. 

      

BRANCH NEEDS YOU!

We also need your CV and 350-6 TRAINING DOCUMENTATION!

e-Mail to MAJ Healy sharon.healy@cen.amedd.army.mil 

or

Fax to: com 210-221-0675 (DSN 471-0675) attn: MAJ Healy



Phase 2 Site Visits Update

Phase 2 site visits are scheduled for FY 03.   The questionnaire and checklist can be found on the 91D Branch web site linked to the following page: http://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/dns/91d/phase2/phase_2_index.htm   

	 
	Proj. Visit
	Comments
	Branch Staff

	Walter Reed AMC 
	Apr-04
	DC/VA site will consolidate
	 

	Madigan AMC
	Mar-04
	3 days
	 

	Brooke AMC
	Feb-03
	
	SSG Cates,   SSG Greening, SFC Pinnell, SSG Warnack, SSG Lassiter

	DDEAMC* (Ft. Gordon)
	Aug-03
	*GA sites will be consolidated. 1 day ea site
	SSG Timmons

	Tripler AMC
	Mar-03
	 
	SFC Peterman

	WBAMC (El Paso)
	Mar-04
	
	 

	Womack AMC (Ft. Bragg)
	Jul-04
	
	 

	Darnall ACH (Ft. Hood)
	Feb-04
	
	 

	Blanchfield ACH (Ft. Campbell)
	Sep-04
	
	 

	Ireland ACH (Ft Knox)
	Sep-04
	Ft. Campbell; will consolidate sites. 1 day ea site
	 

	Moncrief ACH (Ft Jackson)
	Jul-04
	3 days
	 

	Winn ACH (Ft Stewart)
	Aug-03
	*GA sites will be consolidated. 1 day ea site
	

	Martin ACH (Ft Benning)
	Aug-03
	
	

	McDonald ACH (Ft Eustis)
	Apr-04
	
	 

	Dewitt ACH (Ft Belvoir)
	Apr-04
	Ft. Eustis; will consolidate sites. 1 day ea site/5 days total
	 

	Reynolds ACH (Ft Sill)
	Jul-03
	2 days
	SSG Greening

	Bayne-Jones ACH (Ft Polk)
	Jun-03
	2days
	SSG Lassiter

	Evans ACH (Ft Carson)
	Aug-03
	3 days
	SSG Warnack

	Gen Leonard Wood ACH
	Jul-04
	3 days
	 

	Keller ACH (West Point)
	Sep-03
	 3 days
	SSG Glover

	Munson ACH (Ft Leavenworth)**
	May-03
	will consolidate Kansas sites. 1 day ea site
	SFC Pinnell

	Irwin ACH (Ft Riley)
	May-03
	
	


Phase 1 Personnel:

Ms. Vasquez (SSG – ret) is back at the schoolhouse - as a civilian employee. She will be busy working on the 91D Distance Learning Project. WELCOME!


TRADOC Reg 350-6:

A reminder, the new TRADOC Reg. 350-6 is required for any and all staff that has contact with any IET student regardless of MOS.  TRADOC has mandated, and MEDCOM has supported, that a by name roster be kept of Phase 2 staff that have reviewed the training materials.

The 91D web page http://www.cs.amedd.army.mil/dns/91d/index.htm has all of the TRADOC PowerPoint presentations/LPs and the AMEDDC&S read-aheads.  They can be reviewed online or downloaded for review at a later time. The FT. Jackson site is still not connecting.



Video Teleconference
The next quarterly VTC is still on the calendar for Feb 19 (1500-1600 EST).  Remember, VTC resources are quite costly.  A value added/benefit needs to be clearly shown for justification to continue them, so maximum participation and active contribution are critical for positive outcomes.  

Be a proactive participant! Share problems and solutions! Show innovation!

If you know ahead of time that no one will be able to attend, call Ms Murillo and let her know.  In these days of tight budgets and resources, we do not need to make connections to empty rooms!        

No call / No show – No Excuse!

The dates are usually the 3rd Wednesday of the month except when the system is unavailable for that day. The FY03 schedule follows – please note two alternate days had to be scheduled. The VTCs will be for one hour or less.

FY03 VTC Schedule

Wednesday, 19 Feb 2003

***Thursday, 22 May***

***Thursday, 21 Aug***
Wednesday, 19 Nov 2003
Ms Nita Murillo is the POC from USAMISSA (the MEDCOM guru that sets up the VTC). If you need the number to dial into, change the your number being dialed, your POC or get yourself included in the VTC, she can be reached on email via Outlook nita.murillo@cen.amedd.army.mil or telephone 210-637-2253.

FY03 Class Dates

	Class Numbers/Phases
	Report Date
	Start Date
	End Date

	052 Phase 1
	16 AUG 02
	22 AUG 02
	25 OCT 02

	FTX
	21-23 OCT 02
	
	

	052 Phase 2
	04 NOV 02
	06 NOV 02
	17 JAN 03

	013 Phase 1
	25 OCT 02
	29 OCT 02
	17 JAN 03

	FTX
	08-10 JAN 03
	
	

	013 Phase 2
	23 JAN 03
	27 JAN 03
	04 APR 03

	023 Phase 1
	24 JAN 03
	28 JAN 03
	01 APR 03

	FTX
	26-28 MAR 03
	
	

	023 Phase 2 
	04 APR 03
	08 APR 03
	16 JUN 03

	033 Phase 1
	04 APR 03
	09 APR 03
	11 JUN 03

	FTX
	04-06 JUN 03
	
	

	033 Phase 2
	16 JUN 03
	18 JUN 03
	26 AUG 03

	043 Phase 1
	06 JUN 03
	17 JUN 03
	19 AUG 03

	FTX
	13-15 AUG 03
	
	

	043 Phase 2
	26 AUG 03
	28 AUG 03
	06 NOV 03

	053 Phase 1
	15 AUG 03
	25 AUG 03
	28 OCT 03

	FTX
	22-24 OCT 03
	
	

	053 Phase 2 
	03 NOV 03
	05 NOV 03
	24 JAN 04



- A cut above the Rest –

91Deltas

– A chance to cut is a chance to cure –

Have YOU read your TRADOC 350-6, Student Evaluation Plan, and Clinical Training Annex?


(Don’t forget about back issues of the 91D Newsletter)





These are essential for DOING THE RIGHT THING.





Each Phase 2 site is required to have these documents. If you do not have them, you can download them via the 91D Branch web site


							Maj Healy








